Who We Are
About American Friends of ALYN
American Friends of ALYN Hospital (AFAH) is a
nonprofit organization based in New York that is
dedicated to financially supporting ALYN Hospital
and raising awareness of its lifechanging work.
AFAH works to increase ALYN’s global impact in
various ways including international partnerships,
grants and more.

www.alynus.org
New York City, New York
facebook.com/FriendsofALYN
@FriendsofAlyn
@AlynHospital

About ALYN Hospital

History

ALYN Hospital is Israel's only pediatric and
adolescent rehabilitation center and a global leader in
pediatric rehabilitation. A state-of-the-art facility, the
hospital provides a multidisciplinary and holistic
approach to treat children facing a wide range of
physical challenges, both congenital and acquired.

The rehabilitation center was founded in 1932 by
American orthopedist Dr. Henry Keller, who
dedicated himself to voluntary work with children
who had physical disabilities in Jerusalem. It is the
only facility of its kind in Israel and a global leader
in innovative pediatric rehabilitation.

Known for being one of the most innovative
pediatric hospitals in the world, ALYN is focused on
providing children with the tools they need to live
with the greatest possible amount of
independence and mobility, both within their own
families and the community.

In 1971, thanks to matching funds generously
donated by Malcolm and Dorothy Woldenberg, the
ALYN Woldenberg Family Hospital, a modern
hospital and rehabilitation facility opened its door
in the Kiryat Yovel neighborhood of Jerusalem. The
Woldenberg foundation continues to generously
support the hospital annually.

ALYN works with children of all backgrounds,
regardless of nationality, religion, race or any other
factor. ALYN strives to be a center for culture
competency and has an overall inclusive atmosphere.
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American Friends of
ALYN Hospital Mission

ALYN Hospital Mission

American Friends of ALYN Hospital’s mission is to
enhance and grow our platform to serve the challenge
of raising funds for ALYN Hospital, while concurrently
raising visibility for ALYN as a premier global institution
for pediatric rehabilitation, improving the lives of
children with disabilities worldwide through innovation
and best-in-class treatments.

ALYN’s mission is to provide the highest
quality of medical and rehabilitation
treatment for children with physical
challenges, both congenital and
acquired, enabling them to function to
the best of their ability and integrate into
their family life within the framework of
a supportive community.

Space

Staff

ALYN Hospital, located in Jerusalem, Israel, is a
150,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility offering
an innovative multidisciplinary approach to medical,
paramedical and educational programs under one roof.

In addition to physicians and paramedical
therapists, ALYN staff members include
physiotherapists, hydrotherapists,
occupational therapists and speech and
language therapists. Throughout their
rehabilitation process, the children and
their families receive support and
guidance from ALYN’s nursing staff, social
workers and psychologists.

Inside the facility there are a variety of dedicated
spaces including:
• 5,400 square-foot Innovation Space, a one-stop shop
for assistive technology entrepreneurship
• Virtual reality room used for assessment and
intervention
• 14,500 square-foot independent living neighborhood
for respirator-dependent young adults
• Therapeutic sports center
• Muslim prayer room and synagogue
Dedicated specialty clinics include:
• Motor and cognitive skill building center
• Minor head injury clinic
• Respiratory Rehabilitation Department
• Feeding Rehabilitation Center

Patients
The hospital treated over 3,000 children in
2021. Patients are accepted from Israel
and abroad, regardless of race,
religion, nationality or any
other factor.
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Innovation Space
The Innovation Space within
ALYN Hospital was established
in 2017 and is dedicated to
developing assistive technology
innovation. It is comprised of
two tracks:

ALYNnovation and PELE.

ALYNnovation serves as the track for
development and global distribution of pediatric
assistive technologies. ALYNnovation offers
clinical guidance, beta site testing, clinical trials
and pilot opportunities, a cutting-edge prototyping
lab, a coworking facility and a global network of
hospitals, inﬂuencers, innovators and distributors.

The PELE track of ALYN Hospital's Innovation
Space, made up of professional staff and
volunteer “makers," provides case-driven,
personalized, affordable solutions for children of
all backgrounds and all parts of Israel who face
physical challenges to independence in their
day-to-day activities – such as eating, dressing,
maintaining personal hygiene, communicating,
studying and mobility.
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Fundraising
Partnerships
• In 2020, ALYN Hospital became aﬃliated with the Hebrew
University Faculty of Medicine, leading to the joint publication of
several research articles in the ﬁelds of Occupational Therapy
and Physical Therapy. Several more are in the ﬁnal stages of
preparation for submission. Together, we are raising ALYN’s
proﬁle as an important research institution in Jerusalem.
• In November 2021, ALYN Hospital and Philadelphia International
Medicine (PIM), a hub for 10 medical centers in the Philadelphia
region, announced a partnership focused on exchanging
research, technology and strategies between physicians that will
elevate patient care at both ALYN and Nemours Children’s
Hospital, which is part of the PIM network. Some of the main
focuses of research and collaboration will include novel
treatments for neuromuscular diseases, spina biﬁda, PANS, bone
health, brain activity and transition planning for adults with
childhood-onset disabilities.
• In 2021, American Friends of ALYN Hospital launched an
education initiative, for now being piloted with the Solomon
Schechter Day School of Bergen County, NJ (SSDS). We are
following a curriculum based on project-based learning, built
around themes of inclusion, empathy and innovation. In
collaboration with a team from ALYN Hospital’s Innovation Space,
7th and 8th grade students were presented with actual challenges
facing individual patients at ALYN and were tasked with creating
solutions to those challenges, using design thinking and the
resources available to them through SSDS’ Innovation Center.
• In February of 2022, ALYN Hospital was awarded a donation of
$2.189 million from The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley
Charitable Trust, to establish the ﬁrst center in Israel dedicated
to groundbreaking research that will position Israel as a global
leader in pediatric and adolescent rehabilitation development.
ALYN Hospital's new research center will focus on several
relevant ﬁelds, including cognitive, orthopedic and neurological
rehabilitation, remote rehabilitation, mobility, and more.

Donations to Donations to American
Friends of ALYN Hospital ensure ALYN’s
long-term ﬁnancial wellbeing, allowing
the rehabilitation facility to continue its
mission of providing best-in-class
therapies and remain on the forefront of
technology-based solutions.
ALYN Hospital is a registered nonproﬁt
facility and only a portion of patient care
is reimbursed by the Israeli Health Funds.
Funds raised through donations relieve
the ﬁnancial pressures caused by the
deﬁcit between reimbursements received
and the actual cost of high-level
rehabilitation services.

Accolades
Midot’s Non-proﬁt Organization Award
of Excellence.
In 2021, Forbes Israel featured ALYN
physicians Dr. Maurit Beeri, Director
General of ALYN Hospital, and Dr.
Emanuel Kornitzer, Director of
Rehabilitation, among the top physicians
in the country.

Special Programs
Cultural Competency Program for
hospital staff
Powered Wheelchair Loan Center
Car Safety Seat Program
Prenatal Rehabilitation Consultation
Clinic for parents expecting a child
with special needs
Therapeutic Sports classes
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