Who We Are
About American Friends of ALYN
American Friends of ALYN Hospital (AFAH) is a
nonproﬁt organization based in New York that is
dedicated to ﬁnancially supporting ALYN Hospital
and raising awareness of its lifechanging work. AFAH
works to increase ALYN’s global impact in various
ways including international partnerships, grants and
more.

www.alynus.org
New York City, New York
facebook.com/FriendsofALYN
@FriendsofAlyn
@AlynHospital

About ALYN Hospital

History

ALYN Hospital is Israel's only pediatric and adolescent
rehabilitation center and a global leader in pediatric
rehabilitation. A state-of-the-art facility, the hospital
provides a multidisciplinary and holistic approach to treat
children facing a wide range of physical challenges, both
congenital and acquired.

The rehabilitation center was founded in 1932
by American orthopedist Dr. Henry Keller, who
dedicated himself to voluntary work with
children who had physical disabilities in
Jerusalem. It is the only facility of its kind in
Israel and a global leader in innovative
pediatric rehabilitation.

ALYN is focused on providing children with the tools they
need to live with the greatest possible amount of
independence and mobility, both within their own families
and the community.
With 75 inpatient beds and more than 100 day-patient
beds, ALYN’s pediatric rehabilitation services cater to
children with different conditions, ranging from those
who need respiratory support or are recuperating from
severe injuries to those recovering from elective
surgeries.

In 1971, thanks to matching funds generously
donated by Malcolm and Dorothy Woldenberg,
the ALYN Woldenberg Family Hospital, a
modern hospital and rehabilitation facility
opened its door in the Kiryat Yovel
neighborhood of Jerusalem. The Woldenberg
Foundation continues to generously support
the hospital annually.

ALYN works with children of all backgrounds, regardless of
nationality, religion, race or any other factor. ALYN strives to
be a center for cultural competency.
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American Friends of
ALYN Hospital Mission

ALYN Hospital Mission

American Friends of ALYN Hospital’s mission is to
enhance and grow our platform to serve the challenge
of raising funds for ALYN Hospital, while concurrently
raising visibility for ALYN as a premier global institution
for pediatric rehabilitation, improving the lives of
children with disabilities worldwide through innovation
and best-in-class treatments.

ALYN’s mission is to provide the highest
quality of medical and rehabilitation
treatment for children with physical
challenges, both congenital and acquired,
enabling them to function to the best of their
ability and integrate into their family life
within the framework of a supportive
community.

Space

Staff

ALYN Hospital, located in Jerusalem, Israel, is a
150,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility offering
an innovative multidisciplinary approach to medical,
paramedical and educational programs under one roof.

In addition to physicians and paramedical
therapists, ALYN staff members include
physiotherapists, hydrotherapists, occupational
therapists and speech and language therapists.
Throughout their rehabilitation process, the
children and their families receive support and
guidance from ALYN’s nursing staff, social
workers and psychologists.

Inside the facility there are a variety of dedicated
spaces including:
• 5,400 square-foot Innovation Space, a one-stop shop
for assistive technology entrepreneurship
• Respiratory Rehabilitation Wing, the only medical
center in Israel offering rehabilitation to ventilated
children
• The ﬁrst Motion Analysis Laboratory in Israel which
uses biofeedback for performing clinical gait analyses
• Virtual reality room used for assessment and
intervention
Dedicated specialty clinics include:
• Spina Biﬁda and Spinal Cord Injury Clinic
• Acquired Brain Injury Clinic
• Cerebral Palsy Clinic
• Pediatric Feeding Disorders Clinic

Patients
The hospital treats over 3,000 children annually,
through combined inpatient and outpatient services.
ALYN believes that the optimal place for a child’s
development is in the home and community and is
moving towards a model involving more day
treatments and outpatient services. However, ALYN’s
facility is designed to provide best-in-class, intensive
inpatient care for patients with the most severe
cases who require continuous and expert
treatment. On an annual basis, ALYN cares for
approximately 600 hospitalized children on an
inpatient level.
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ALYNnovation serves as the track for

Innovation Space
The Innovation Space within
ALYN Hospital was established
in 2017 and is dedicated to
developing assistive technology
innovation. It is comprised of
two tracks:

ALYNnovation and PELE.

ALYNnovation

development and global distribution of pediatric
assistive technologies. ALYNnovation offers
clinical guidance, beta site testing, clinical trials
and pilot opportunities, a cutting-edge prototyping
lab, a coworking facility and a global network of
hospitals, inﬂuencers, innovators and distributors.

The PELE track of ALYN Hospital's Innovation
Space, made up of professional staff and
volunteer “makers," provides case-driven,
personalized, affordable solutions for children of
all backgrounds and all parts of Israel who face
physical challenges to independence in their
day-to-day activities such as eating, dressing,
maintaining personal hygiene, communicating,
studying and mobility.
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Fundraising
Partnerships
• In 2020, ALYN Hospital became aﬃliated with the Hebrew University
Faculty of Medicine, leading to the joint publication of several
research articles in the ﬁelds of Occupational Therapy and Physical
Therapy. Several more are in the ﬁnal stages of preparation for
submission. Together, we are raising ALYN’s proﬁle as an important
research institution in Jerusalem.
• In November 2021, ALYN Hospital and Philadelphia International
Medicine (PIM), a hub for 10 medical centers in the Philadelphia
region, announced a partnership focused on exchanging research,
technology and strategies between physicians that will elevate
patient care at both ALYN and Nemours Children’s Hospital, which is
part of the PIM network. Some of the main focuses of research and
collaboration will include novel treatments for neuromuscular
diseases, spina biﬁda, PANS, bone health, brain activity and transition
planning for adults with childhood-onset disabilities.
• In 2021, American Friends of ALYN Hospital launched an education
initiative, for now being piloted with the Solomon Schechter Day
School of Bergen County, NJ (SSDS). We are following a curriculum
based on project-based learning, built around themes of inclusion,
empathy and innovation. In collaboration with a team from ALYN
Hospital’s Innovation Space, 7th and 8th grade students were
presented with actual challenges facing individual patients at ALYN
and were tasked with creating solutions to those challenges, using
design thinking and the resources available to them through SSDS’
Innovation Center.
• In October 2021, ALYN Hospital was awarded a donation of $2.2
million from The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust,
to establish the ﬁrst center in Israel dedicated to groundbreaking
research that will position Israel as a global leader in pediatric and
adolescent rehabilitation development. ALYN Hospital's new research
center will focus on several relevant ﬁelds, including cognitive,
orthopedic and neurological rehabilitation, remote rehabilitation,
mobility, and more.

Donations to American Friends of ALYN
Hospital ensure ALYN’s long-term
ﬁnancial wellbeing, allowing the
rehabilitation facility to continue its
mission of providing best-in-class
therapies and remain on the forefront
of technology-based solutions.
ALYN Hospital is a registered nonproﬁt
facility and only a portion of patient
care is reimbursed by the Israeli Health
Funds. Funds raised through donations
relieve the ﬁnancial pressures caused
by the deﬁcit between reimbursements
received and the actual cost of
high-level rehabilitation services.

Accolades
Midot’s Non-proﬁt Organization Award
of Excellence.
In 2021, Forbes Israel featured ALYN
physicians Dr. Maurit Beeri, Director
General of ALYN Hospital, and
Dr. Emmanuel Kornitzer, Director of
Rehabilitation, among the top physicians
in the country.

Special Programs
Cultural Competency Program for
hospital staff
Powered Wheelchair Loan Center
Safe Transportation Program for
Children with Special Needs
Therapeutic sports classes
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Ways to Give
American Friends of ALYN Hospital (AFAH) is
dedicated to raising both awareness and funds for
ALYN Hospital through gathering donations,
obtaining foundation grants, facilitating global
partnerships, hosting events and more.

Your donation to AFAH ensures the long-term
ﬁnancial well-being of ALYN Hospital, allowing the
rehabilitation facility to continue its mission of
providing best-in-class therapies and remain on
the forefront of technology-based solutions.

Here are some of the ways you can support ALYN Hospital:

Make a Donation
One-time or ongoing donations are
always warmly welcomed.
Any amount makes a difference.

Join ALYN’s Giving Circle with a
recurring monthly gift on the 15th
of every month.

Participate in an Event
WHEELS OF LOVE
• Since 2000, ALYN has hosted a multi-day bike
ride through Israel to raise funds for the hospital. It
is ALYN’s ﬂagship fundraiser event and attracts
hundreds of riders to Israel every year.
• The ride routes change from year to year, making
each ride a unique experience.
• In its inaugural year, the ride only had one route
that consisted mainly of mountain biking. Now, the
ride in Israel has expanded into six different routes
that include both trail and road options for a
variety of skill levels.

HEELS OF LOVE
• Heels of Love is a multi-day trek through
the deserts of Israel. Hikers can choose their
level of diﬃculty as they embark together on
a meaningful two- or three-day hike.

• In 2021, American Friends of ALYN hosted the ﬁrst
one-day ride in the United States in New Jersey,
followed by the ﬁrst US-based multi-day ride a
year later in Maryland.
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Leave Your Mark on ALYN
BRICKS OF LOVE
Pave the way to ALYN’s future by purchasing a brick
to be engraved and placed in its beautiful garden.

MITZVAH OF LOVE
Nurture a culture of giving in the younger generation with Mitzvah of Love.
Through a bar or bat mitzvah project, a class project, or a community activity,
givers of all ages can make an impact. Each Mitzvah of Love donor is
featured on the Mitzvah of Love Recognition Wall.

Celebrate or Remember with a Tribute Card
Mark an important occasion or honor
someone’s memory with a tribute card.
Choose from a selection of different
designs and personalize the card with
your own special sentiment.

Leave a Legacy That Matters
By leaving a gift in your will, your trust, or your
retirement plan, you can help secure ALYN’s future. A
bequest can be a speciﬁc dollar amount, a percentage
of an estate, or a speciﬁc asset given to American
Friends of ALYN Hospital after your lifetime.

You can also participate in a charitable gift
annuity. This is an agreement between you and
AFAH that provides you income for life. You donate
cash, stock, or real estate directly to AFAH and, in
return, we promise a ﬁxed amount to you during
your lifetime. The payout rate is based on your age
at the time of your gift – the older the beneﬁciary,
the higher the rate. These payments are ﬁxed and
backed by the general assets of American Friends
of ALYN Hospital.
6

Sponsor a Physical Space
Supporters of ALYN can make endowments for
rooms or buildings at ALYN Hospital.

Be a Guardian Angel
You can become a child’s Guardian Angel by
covering any additional costs of their rehabilitation
for one year. Guardian angel plaques are featured
at ALYN on the Guardian Angel wall.

Purchase Equipment
Donations can be made to purchase speciﬁc
equipment as well. Some examples of the
life-changing equipment ALYN received through the
generosity of our donors are:
• Bladder scanner
• EEG machine
• Motorized wheelchairs
• Therapeutic toys
• Art therapy supplies
• Savant headrest

A donation to ALYN Hospital is not only
a gift to the children of ALYN, but also
impacts children with disabilities
worldwide. By investing in the
development of innovative advances in
pediatric rehabilitation, your dollars
make a lifechanging difference.
For more information on how you can
make a difference, visit
https://alynus.org/ways-to-give/ or
contact Maayan Aviv, Executive Director,
American Friends of ALYN Hospital, at
friends@alynus.org.

• Kaye walker
• Specialized strollers
• Fluoroscopy machine
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Board of Trustees

Executive Committee
Chair
Minette Brown

President
Joanne Blye

First Vice President
Ed Joyce

Second Vice President
Paula Glazier

Treasurer
Bryan Gartenberg

Secretary
Daniel Blumenthal

Victor Goldsmith

Mark Halpern

Jonathan Lupkin

Harvey Grad

Giorgio Kulp, M.D.

David Meron

Madeleine Grobler

Wallace Lehman, M.D.

Howard Weber

Harman Grossman

Pamela Lippit

Members

The American Friends of ALYN Hospital is a transparent 501(c)(3). Complete minutes of every board
mee�ng are maintained both electronically and in hard copies in the na�onal oﬃce located in New York.
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Annual Recap
In recent years, American Friends of ALYN Hospital (AFAH) has grown and developed, strengthening the
organization and its ability to support ALYN Hospital in its mission of caring for children with acquired and
congenital physical disabilities.

AFAH’s accomplishments since our leadership shift in 2019 have included:
• Raising $4.3 million in 2021, an increase of 30% from 2020
• In 2021 alone, acquiring 1,878 new donors and 5 new
foundations
• Through a #GivingTuesday campaign, providing funding
for over three months to cover the differential between
Israel’s reimbursements from Israel’s Ministry of Health
and the actual cost of best-in-class hydrotherapy at ALYN
• Creating a partnership with Philadelphia International
Medicine (PIM) to create the ALYN-PIM Health Gateway
Initiative, fostering collaboration between our two centers
of excellence
• Receiving the Guidestar Gold Seal of Transparency in
2021 and Platinum in 2022, denoting a higher level of
clarity and candor for our nonproﬁt, including
comprehensive details about ﬁnances, governance and
Board of Directors, staff, and overall demographics
• Being recognized as a Top Rated Nonproﬁt by
GreatNonproﬁts
• Piloting an education initiative with the Solomon
Schechter Day School of Bergen County that is built on
project-based learning in collaboration with ALYN’s
Innovation Space
• Rebranding to align with ALYN Hospital’s new look
• Strengthening our relationship with the leadership of ALYN
in Israel by following best practice governance protocols
for nonproﬁts
• Diversifying our Board’s geographic representation by
adding new members from Detroit, Florida and
Pennsylvania
• Adding to ALYN’s Bricks of Love garden with a purchase of
a paver by the members of the AFAH Board

• Purchasing equipment items and funding services with
AFAH donations, including:
o Services for the Orthopedic-Oncological Rehab Clinic
o Kaye walker
o Two pelvic stabilizers
o Water and shock-proof iPad cover for use in the pool
o Assortment of additional protective covers for iPads
o Therapeutic toys and games
o Assortment of sports equipment for use during
physiotherapy sessions
o Replacement for the electrical system equipment
o Equipment for a new uninterruptible power supply
system
o Equipment for a powered wheelchair
o Two head supports for the Dondolino Standers Physio, a
vertical stander that helps children with physical
disabilities maintain active participation in everyday
activities
o Two armchair/folding beds for the Respiratory
Rehabilitation Department

Wheels of Love
• Hosting inaugural U.S.-based Wheels of Love events,
beginning with a one-day ride in New Jersey in 2020,
followed by the ﬁrst U.S.-based multi-day ride in Maryland
in 2021
• Acquiring 6 new corporate sponsors
• Earning 35 pieces of media coverage, with an estimated
viewership of 261,000, for the Maryland Wheels of Love ride

The future holds even more.
Together, we can make a difference in the lives of children with disabilities.
Our support, their success!
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Innovation Space
In addition to being the premier pediatric rehabilitation center in Israel, ALYN Hospital is
also a global leader in the implementation of technology and innovation in its approach to
rehabilitation. The newly renovated 5,400 square foot Innovation Space at ALYN is a
one-stop- shop for assistive technology entrepreneurship. The Innovation Space includes
two separate, cutting-edge tracks: ALYNnovation and PELE.

ALYNnovation

ALYN’s core mission is to empower children with disabilities around the world
by increasing their independence through multidisciplinary treatment and
innovative tech, and ALYNnovation helps to make that goal a reality.
Established in 2017 with support from the Israel National Insurance Social
Funds and the Jerusalem Development Authority, ALYNnovation’s goal is to
help develop and distribute effective pediatric assistive technologies. By
combining access to leading medical and research experts in the ﬁeld and a
state-of-the-art facility with strong business acumen and global networks,
ALYNnovation has become the ultimate R&D partner for developing
accessible and affordable assistive technologies.
Some of ALYNnovation’s success stories include:

Cognishine

Copli

NBEL & Open University

An online platform for clinicians with
adaptable, ready-to-use exercises
materials that incorporate relevant
real-world content that can be
tailored to each client’s therapeutic
goals and ﬁelds of interest in just a
few clicks.

A low-cost prosthetic leg that can
be properly ﬁt at more accessible
points of care, such as at home or
peripheral clinics.

A partnership between the
Neuro-Biomorphic Engineering Lab
that transforms the powered
wheelchair into an upper-extremity
enhancing tool using a robotic arm.

Tzora Active Systems

Wheelchairs of Hope

A partnership with a mobility
solutions company to develop an
APT (active-passive trainer) with
remote therapy capabilities for
pediatric rehabilitation patients.

A low-cost wheelchair made to
provide mobility solutions for
children in developing countries.

Wide Therapy
A digital platform for tablets
designed to address the individual
needs of children with developmental
delays and their way of thinking to
help them learn and practice new
behaviors and activities in a safe and
calm environment.
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2021 Collaboration Highlights
ALYNnovation became a fundamental partner of 8200 Impact’s Accessibility track.
This partnership with 8200 Impact increases the chances of success for assistive
technology startups solving real-world issues. The ALYNnovation team provides
consultation during the program’s assessment of early-stage startups, elevating
ALYN as one of the ﬁrst health institutions in Israel to recognize promising assistive
technology companies.

Through ALYNnovation’s new, active partnership with HealthIL, Israel’s health and
medical innovation community, ALYN Hospital launched a proposal searching for
solutions that will remotely identify changes in the neurological function of children
with cerebral palsy by using advanced voice analysis algorithms.

ALYN has strengthened their partnership with NeMO Labs in Italy who focus on
developing products for people with neuromuscular conditions. ALYNnovation has
initiated several projects with NeMO Labs over the past year, including submitting
an advanced research proposal to the EU in conjunction with the University College
Hospital in London.
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PELE provides case-driven, personalized, and affordable solutions for children of all
backgrounds who face physical challenges to independence in their day-to-day activities –
such as eating, dressing, communicating, studying and mobility. Professional staff and
volunteer “makers” think creatively for each speciﬁc scenario help to make these assistive
technologies a reality.
In 2021 alone, the staff of PELE received 145
requests and provided 88 solutions to help children
with disabilities be more independent in their daily
lives. Some of the projects competed include:
• A handlebar grip for a child without a hand to ride
a tricycle
• A safety mechanism for users of powered
wheelchairs that prevents collision or falling
• Accessible musical instruments
• Headrest for a child with neck-muscle weakness
that can be used beyond a wheelchair
• Feeding-pump backpack that is child-friendly

Since PELE opened its doors oﬃcially in 2018, over
680 solutions in the following areas have been in
development:
• Activities of daily living (dressing, eating, etc.)
• Play, leisure and recreation
• Mobility
• Communications
• Seating
For more information on the research and
development from ALYNnovation and PELE, visit
alynus.org/about-alyn-hospital/innovation-space/

Helmsley Pediatric & Adolescent
Rehabilitation Research Center (PARC)
In 2022, with funding provided by the Helmsley Trust,
ALYN Hospital launched the Helmsley Pediatric &
Adolescent Rehabilitation Research Center (PARC).
PARC’s mission is to conduct evidence-based studies to
strengthen standard therapies while also developing
novel treatments through onsite access to:
• Patient populations with diverse congenital or
acquired physical disabilities
• Highly experienced, multidisciplinary clinical
investigators who ensure studies are conducted
safely and held to proper standards
• Laboratory data collection integrated with healthcare
services

ALYN PARC is focused on research and technologies
within four domains:
1. Pediatric Orthopedic Rehabilitation
2. Pediatric Neurological Rehabilitation
3. Technology for Rehabilitation and Independent
Performance
4. Motion Analysis and Biofeedback Rehabilitation
ALYN’s PARC team leads monthly webinars on
various aspects of the use of technology and
innovation in pediatric rehabilitation.
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Legacy Gifts
Create a Meaningful Legacy.
Provide a Lifetime of Exceptional
Rehabilitation for ALYN's Children.
Many of our supporters leave gifts to ALYN Hospital through
American Friends of ALYN (AFAH) in their wills or estate plans
so they can do even more to improve the lives of children with
disabilities worldwide through innovative and best-in-class
treatments. You can, too.
Designating ALYN in your will is a meaningful way to leave a
lasting impact.
By making a planned gift to AFAH, you will advance the
high-quality care, technologies, and therapies available to the
children of ALYN for years to come. Bequests have allowed us to
purchase new assistive technologies, hire expert therapists and
develop innovative and holistic plans of care. Your gift will provide a
lifetime of exceptional rehabilitation for patients at ALYN.
You can include a bequest to AFAH in your will or revocable trust,
designate AFAH as a full, partial or contingent beneﬁciary of your
retirement account [IRA, 401(k), 403(b) or pension], or name AFAH
as a beneﬁciary of your life insurance policy.

There are different types of bequests:

%

Percentage Bequest
Make a gift of a percentage of your estate.

$

Speciﬁc Bequest
Make a gift of a speciﬁc dollar amount or a speciﬁc asset.
Residual Bequest
Make a gift from the balance or residue of your estate.
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Lifelong donation option
We offer a charitable gift annuity (CGA) program. A CGA is an opportunity to support AFAH while receiving regular
income payments. By donating cash, stock, or real estate directly to AFAH, you will receive a ﬁxed income amount
during your lifetime. These payments are ﬁxed and backed by the general assets of AFAH and are made on an annual,
quarterly, or monthly basis.

Explore your giving options
Whatever your stage in life, planned giving can beneﬁt you and
your loved ones while helping to support ALYN Hospital for
generations to come. You may be able to save on taxes, receive
income for life, or enjoy other ﬁnancial beneﬁts.
To explore the many ways in which you may personalize your
legacy gift to fulﬁll your charitable vision while also meeting your
estate plans and needs, please contact the AFAH oﬃce at
friends@alynus.org.
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As a small symbol of our
gratitude and in recognition
of your commitment to the
future growth of ALYN, we
will engrave your name on a
leaf on the Tree of Life at
ALYN Hospital in Jerusalem.

More information on legacy gifts may be found here:
alynus.org/ways-to-give/legacy-planning/.

14

